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HEN T was a boy—and that the air was erisp and clear, The eldest
‘ was some time ago, kind and  of the doctor's boys had heen presented
considerate reader—1 never with a new derby hat for Christmas
popped firecrackers on the the first derby that ever came to Iron-
Mourth of July. 1 popped them on dale. There—I just had to let the name
(rstwas duy. That was because 1 Of the town slip out.
s 8 boy in a southern state only .('luinle»—th:tt was what we called the
by jears after the close of the civil biggest boy—was intensely proud of
that new hat. He wore it at breakfast
wr. Still  you don't understaund?

Well, 1 . N that morning, his brothers said. When
o et me do a little explaining. we all gathered in the yard to pop the
1 shall not venture to speak  for

3 crackers his derby was on the back
Mler comunuities iu the south, but in of his head.  We pooled our property
Wy uelghborhood most of the people by putting the fifteen bunches of fire-
il we‘re “"'.““‘“‘“”t bitter against crackers in a heap on the snow,  Near
icle Sum for having come down g lay a plece of punk, burning
there with armies for a four years'
Mt The folks in and around my
e and sequestered little village,
Wlog on the cedar elad Lillsides o
theast M issouri, bad known wuch
the war from actual observition
Melpcrio'ul'a'. Armies, Federal aud

slowly,

Just to see if we had a hatful of fire-
erackers Clainie put his prized derby
over the heap, Some of the crackers
stiew ont at one side. The littlest hoy

dead many years now-picked off one
of the crackers, tonched it to the punk,
Oontederate, had wmarched and counter o0y spluttered fire b .!--.l.;m...l
lhed ““"’“L’II u“' "“lil'_’l‘. A it. ’JPH'(I'.'Hl';('l' went e olie side of
able Lattle, that of Pilot Kuob the Bnt. That was the peint where the
fought less than twenty tuils {rolic hecame a tragedy.

" lllS*;t‘lll'i, I(" ll b\' remoen b d. \ doNs were discussing the oL
loyal (o the Union, but in 1 of fiting a whole bunel of \
fhern purt particularly the o e at ence when suddenly there was
v it :,vas wostly in favor of the o=t ving explosim which deew ou
\“ vote Clainie's der by he hot wias
Wesmall 10ys did not know that « Fdor divided aucinst  itself
o for thie firecrackerless 1Mo e powdory ple r i
8 the fir. rackery Christmas i) e, The rim. a ragy
seprejudices engendered by the v ¢ (he fonce fnto the ativel, The Fest
&l we knew or ciared to Know of it Jdisnppeured 4t virious plutes in
M when (hristmas came around
SE0t & fow bunches of firecrach: ‘ ! line fron
4a lot of fun popping them out o 4 of the hey who steod on
LR8I0, for in those days we alwu “I'lie it

S48 White Christmas, 1

SUEr the lnpse of thirty years I ¢ " Ol o of was twafold. He had

With vivid. distinctness a ¢t 1.5 yis pew bat and ail the feeerack
Chrlsmms in my town which | _ b i one biz explosion
EWith hign auticipation of fun au Vieoof ue were disconsolute, Bui f
B Yery near‘ending fn a tragedy. oo o0 doct v think he B8 iiving yed
family doctor had three boys Who ) vary o 1o pity on us and
favorite chums of my brother ... . fus n dime wherewith to
8 yselfl.  Somehow we always nypehose o buneh apiece,

B8 to get together on Christuns Fown (here nowadays they pop tire
. 80d pop the firecrackers which o fere on the Potrth, but T dare sas
\ 4 Claus brought or which we (1t some of the boys of this wenert

SeUL With the paper quarter of 9 | (j.. «till tind a bunch of the little red
." 8llowed each of us out of ihe poppers in their stockings o Christ-
¥ szllﬂcgluer for that purpose. A s morning
‘ ught three bunches of the ] wad
50';3 ﬂre('l'ﬂ('kt'l'ﬂ. TURtE wore The I\}:&e't':til:n?lozin‘:v\’:‘?e?’d?h:_g came
L 98 and you can compute the To play thelr evening game
e or of bunches we had. T!:M' cearched tho old red farmhouse
® all got up early on this Christmas “through, } his name
4 took the candies and oranges Thfl‘. f.l.:,|l]‘l‘:l»ﬁ.lf(,]l“ivls’]i1‘lo l‘hu parn,

’ f things from our stockings. Tlll;;l\t r\‘n:: their questing proved,
S6d the “U, 8. Mail” wagon left g, they made up their elfin minds

‘ le boy had moved
nmme' p“”ed o1y tl"ﬂm‘r o l\":l':: ;l":?i;lulv missed him when he came

Ad
U8W toy pistol—and then went Upon his reindeer ride

S 10 0ld man Bean's store and e hunted for him hmh‘ a’nd low, |
* OUr quarters to best advantage. |  But not a trace he SPEC |
er and | w . th But still he keeps a l00ko 4
: went over to e To find him if he can— ‘

hOIIIQ .nd jOlned hl' boys lll The ““le boy who went one day |
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Our line of Furniture, Rugs, and House-
hold Furnishings and prices arethe best
ever offered in this part of the State.
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XMAS GIiFTS

- What to Buy Substantial Gifts,

best assortment.

- When to Buy - When the prices are right
-Where to Buy - Where they have the
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A Merry Christmas

awaits those who are re-
membered by one of the
many bezautiful gifts to
be found at this store

TO ALL

who are coming with the
great crowd that throng
our place of business
daily there is still a suit-
avle present, but they are
going fast, and we ad-
vise you to come early.

St. Lucie Drug Co.,

The M Store

Christmas Candies in handsome baskets and

bags have just arrived
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OBt yard. The snow was about To live inside a mar;vu“n s Jodb

: Mmll under thg foot, aug ~McLandburgh
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